f"{?"‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

g xy

[ TR * | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

x T j | National Marine Fisheries Service
res ol P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668

September 27, 2013

Eric Olson, Chairman

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
605 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 306

Anchorage, AK 99501-2252

Dear Chairman Olson:

Enclosed is preliminary information about catch estimates and comparison statistics to date for
the first year of the restructured North Pacific Groundfish and Halibut Observer Program.

1. Enclosure A shows total, retained, and discarded catch in the groundfish and halibut
fisheries off Alaska through August 30, 2013 (“Description of Catch Tables” and Tables
A-1 through A-8).

2. Enclosure B contains preliminary data on observer coverage through August 30, 2013, by
management area, coverage category, selection pool, and gear (Tables B-1 and B-2). It
also includes actual observer coverage realized in 2012 as if the restructured observer
program had been implemented in that year (Tables B-3 and B-4).

Additional information and explanation of the tables is included in the enclosures. In addition,
NMES staff will provide an overview of these tables under agenda item B-2 at the October 2013
meeting of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council).

We thank the Council for its support of the Observer Program. We are pleased to report that we
are collecting important information about the groundfish and halibut fisheries from a wider
range of vessels and fisheries. These data will improve the information available to conserve and
manage the fisheries off Alaska. We look forward to continuing to update the Council on
information we are collecting through the restructured Observer Program and improving the
program where necessary.

Sincerely,
Ao W ornill

James W. Balsiger, Ph.D.
W’Administrator, Alaska Region

ALASKA REGION - http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov



Enclosure A

Total Catch in the groundfish and halibut fisheries

Information on data used for catch tables

Tables reflect total catch of groundfish and halibut (retained and discarded) for
the period January 1, 2013 - August 30, 2013. Harvest information, or retained
catch, is collected from eLandings catch reports (fish tickets) and production
reports. These are the same sources of information used for management.

There are some halibut landings to entities without a federal processor permit that
are not recorded in eLandings at the time of landing (for example, catcher sellers
and out of state landings). These fish tickets are manually entered before the end
of the year and are not included in the retained halibut catch in these tables.
Discard information is estimated using bycatch rates derived from haul-specific
at-sea observer information. The rates are then applied to landings on a landings
specific basis. Discard estimation methods are described in detail in Cahalan et al.
2010.

The halibut IFQ fishery has a length retention requirement of 32 inches (~15 Ibs),
below which fish must be discarded. The average weights used to estimate discard
of halibut in the halibut IFQ fishery contain both retained and discarded fish.
These average weights are likely higher on average than what would be calculated
for just discarded fish.

All catch and discard, including halibut, is round weight metric tons. If species
are landed in a condition other than round weight then standard product recovery
rates (PRRs) are used to obtain round weight. Standard PRRs are published in
Federal regulations: http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/rr/tables/tabl3.pdf. Halibut
that are landed in ice and slime are additionally corrected for ice and slime. A
standard 2% correction is made for ice and slime.

Table structure

The retained and discard information presented in Tables A-2 and A-3 are derived
from Table A-1 in that they simply break out the Table 1 information by species
and whether the catch was observed or retained. The same is true for tables A-5
and A-6 in that they provide more detail of the information in Table A-4.

Tables A-2, A-3, A-5 and A-6 contain all catch of each species by gear type. This
is not the same as “fishery” and instead is simply the summation of all species
catch by each gear type.

The species in the species catch column in Tables A-2 and A-3 are grouped as
described in Table A-7 and the species catch in Tables A-3 and A-4 are grouped
as described in Table A-8. The species groupings were done to simplify the
tables and are based on categories that made sense from a management
standpoint.
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Enclosure B

Preliminary data on observer coverage by trips and vessels

Information used for percent observed tables:

Tables include preliminary data on total number of trips and vessels and number that were
observed by gear type in each observer coverage category. Percent observed was calculated
by dividing the observed number of trips or vessels by the total.

Tables B-1 and B-2 include data from January 1-August 30, 2013. Tables B-3 and B-4
include data from January 1-August 30, 2012.

For Tables B-1 and B-2, colors in the cells indicate status relative to target observed coverage
as described in the 2013 Annual Deployment Plan (100% of trips for catcher/processors,
motherships and CVs in full coverage; 14-15% of trips for trip selection; and 13% of vessels
for vessel selection); green indicates at or above target; light red is slightly below target; and
red is below target.

Tables B-3 and B-4 present numbers of trips and vessels using the observer coverage
categories used to deploy observers under the 2013 Annual Deployment Plan; therefore these
table represents actual observer coverage realized in 2012 as if the restructured observer
program had been implemented in that year.

Trips for catcher processors and motherships are defined as a week (Sunday-Saturday). Trips
for catcher vessels delivering to shoreside processors were defined as the time period
between when a vessel started fishing and all fish were offloaded (including split deliveries).
For catcher vessels that delivered to a tender a single trip was counted for the tender activity,
which could be an underestimate of the total number of tender trips.
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